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Get Brexit deal 


fast, business 
chiefs tell PM 


British and Europeans unite to seek 
end to deadlock on withdrawal talks 


Dan Roberts 
Daniel Boffey Brussels 


British and European business leaders 
are to demand an urgent breakthrough 
on Brexit from Theresa May in order to 
salvage a transition deal from the stalled 
exit talks in Brussels. 

The CBI will join counterparts from 
France, Germany and Italy in Downing 
Street on Monday to warn the PM that tak- 
ing much longer to negotiate a transition 
agreement could renderit useless because 
firms will soon have to assume the worst 
about the terms of UK’s departure from 
the European Union. 

The employers alliance behind the 
initiative, BusinessEurope, has also 
expressed concern at the slow place of 
the Brexit talks. “BusinessEurope urges 
both sides to make additional efforts and 
commit to reach a withdrawal agreement 
as early as possible in order to address the 
transition and future relations,” said its 
director general, Markus Beyrer. 

One business leader added: “If we don’t 
geta transition deal agreed fairly soon, it’s 
not going to be very useful.” 

The war of words with business comes 
as talks remain deadlocked, with EU lead- 
ers demanding Britain agree to the princi- 
ple ofalarge financial settlement before it 
discusses future arrangements, and Brit- 
ain insisting both be dealt with together. 

Commenting on Monday’s meeting 
with BusinessEurope, Downing Street 
said: “Mrs May will reiterate the UK’s com- 
mitment to securing an implementation 
period of around two years once Britain 
leaves the EU in March 2019. She will ask 
the business experts from organisations 
including the CBI and BusinessEurope 
to share their input on how the UK and 
EU can continue to thrive side by side in 
industry and economic development.” 

British ministers nevertheless doubled 


down ontheir brinkmanship with Brussels 
by underlining the government’s inten- 
tion to leave regardless of whether there 
isadeal. The government announced last 
night it would table an amendment to its 
withdrawal bill to refer to a fixed depar- 
ture date and time: 11pm GMT UK time, 
29 March 2019, or midnight in Brussels. 
“Our amendment makes it crystal clear 
that the UK is leaving the EU at 11pm on 
29 March 2019,” said the Brexit secretary, 
David Davis. “We’ve listened to members 
of the public and parliament and have 
made this change to remove confusion 
or concern about what ‘exit day’ means.” 
The government faces a number of 
hostile amendments to the bill from MPs 
across the House of Commons. It had so 
far only agreed the symbolic change of 
writing the departure date on afront page. 
“This important step demonstrates our 
pragmatic approach to this vital piece of 
legislation,’ added Davis. “WhereMPscan 
improve the bill, whatever their party, we 
will work with them. We look forward to 
further debate in the House of Commons 
when committee stage begins next week.” 
Talks resumed in Brussels yesterday 
without the participation of Davis or the 
EU negotiator, Michel Barnier, though 
the pair are expected to host a joint press 
conference today. Instead Barnier gave 
a speech in Italy warning Britain against 
following a US-led race to the bottom. 
“When I hear the US secretary of com- 
merce, Wilbur Ross, callin London for the 
British to diverge with Europe to better 
converge towards others - towards less 
regulation, environmental, sanitary, food, 
probably also financial, fiscal and social - 
Pm wondering,” Barnier said. 
“The UKhas chosentoleave the EU. Will 
it also want to move away from the Euro- 
pean model? That’s another question.” 
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Donald Trump offers his hand to Xi Jinping at a lavish event to welcome him to China. He praised his hosts and 
blamed his US predecessors for the trade gap between the two countries Photograph: Artyom Ivanov/Getty 
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May urged to find ‘next generation’ cabinet 


Anushka Asthana 
Political editor 


Theresa May should make a bold reshuffle 
in which a new generation of Conservative 
MPs are promoted into government bythe 
end of the year, according to senior party 
figures in the party. 

The former Tory leader Iain Duncan 
Smith said it was right for the prime min- 
ister to make only a limited set of changes 
after losing Priti Patel and Michael Fallon 
from her cabinet within a week. Penny 
Mordaunt was appointed as international 
development secretary yesterday to 
replace Patel. 

Duncan Smith suggested, however, 


that a wider reshuffle ought to come when 
May was ready - with many expecting a 
change in December or in the new year. 

“When someone goes for a reason that 
is a failure on their part, it is never a good 
time for reshuffle,” Duncan Smith said, 
arguing the focus would be on the failure. 
“That should come at a time of [Theresa 
May’s] choosing - when she can decide 
who to bring in and make a statement.” 

Another senior source with close 
knowledge of No 10 said he believed May 
should refresh her team after the budget 
later this year, but warned that a “prevail- 
ing culture of caution” had begun to domi- 
nate in Downing Street. 

However, the source suggested that a 


broader reshuffle is the subject of a fierce 
debate in No10as strategists, party whips 
and cabinet allies warn May that a major 
shake-up risks political fallout. Instead 
they are urging her to stabilise the gov- 
ernment and reassert control after a tur- 
bulent week in which her first move was 
tomake her chief whip, Gavin Williamson, 
defence secretary. One of the prime min- 
ister’s closest allies, Damian Green, is also 
facing a Cabinet Office investigation. 
Mordaunt, the MP for Portsmouth 
North, who has been a high profile cam- 
paigner for Brexit, was appointed to the 
cabinet after Patel was forced to resign. 
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